THE GREAT STATE

simpler than any other machinery, though, of course,
it should not be more complicated than other machin-
ery, if such a state of things can be avoided. Again
there is an inevitable tendency to make judges the
mouthpieces of our virtuous indignation. All vul-
gar people love to hear a good scolding properly
applied. Many men who resent a peremptory
summons, reeking of pains and penalties, to serve
on a jury, feel that society is not altogether rotten
when they read:

"The Judge then assumed the black cap and addressed the
prisoner as follows: 'John Jones, you have been convicted of
a dastardly murder by an impartial jury of your countrymen,
and the sentence of the Court is that you be taken from this
Court ., . and hanged by the neck till you be dead, and God
have mercy on your soul/"

This gratifies all the lingering nursery morality
in the common man, and it is none the less pleasing
to him that the Judge s attired in a costume ex-
clusively associated with the pronouncement of
doom, and is, therefore, invested with a kind of
halo, or, as more irreverent persons might say, a
kind of tabooing power. The Judge would not be
felt to be "voicing' the community if, wearing or-
dinary morning dress, he said, merely:

"Mr. Jones, the legal consequence of the foreman's re-
marks is that, unless you succeed in persuading the Court of
Appeal to quash the conviction or unless yon obtain a reprieve
from the Home Secretary, you will be executed as the law directs.
I do not wish to intrude into the question of your religious
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